
                                          COOLAMON SHIRE COUNCIL 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE DECOMMISSIONIG OF SEPTIC TANK 

When is decommissioning required? 

When existing premises are connected to the sewer or new septic systems are installed, all 

redundant septic tank(s) are to be decommissioned using the procedure detailed below. This 

is to ensure that the redundant tank(s) do not cause any future public health or 

environmental problems.  

1. All effluent and sludge is to be removed from the 

redundant septic tank(s) by an approved contractor. 

Septic tanks, leach drains or soak wells must be 

completely emptied by a licensed Controlled Waste 

Operator. 

 

2. After pump out/cleanout, tank(s) are to be treated with 

slaked lime to disinfect the tank. Care should be taken 

when using slaked lime. It is recommended that 

properly qualified persons should be employed to 

perform any procedures using chemicals.   

     

3. After treatment with slaked lime, a hole (or holes) 

adequate for drainage purposes are to be provided to 

the bottom of the tank(s). The concrete lids and 

portion of the tank walls are to be broken to ground 

level or below ground level (Lid broken and minimum 

of 500 mm of tank). Alternatively – whole tank can be 

removed.    

 

 

4. The tank(s) are to be filled with solid, clean fill with the 

ground surface made good. If settling of the fill 

material occurs over time it may be necessary to make 

good the ground surface with further fill. 

 

5. The following must be provided to Coolamon Shire 

Council as evidence that the decommissioning took 

place: 

 Receipt/s from the controlled waste operator. 

 A brief report/letter from a suitably qualified 

person (plumber), stating that the works were 

conducted in accordance with these 

instructions. 

 An “as constructed’ plan must accompany this 

report showing where the decommissioned 

tank is located on the property.  

This is important so that up to date records of the property can be kept by Council  
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